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September 20, 2009 — Regular Meeting, Potomac Community Center
October 23-25, 2009 — ARS Eagtern Regiond, Lionville, PA

November 1, 2009 — Fdl Banquet, JR's Stockyards, Tyson's Corner,VA
November 6-8, 2009 — MAC Mesting, Fredericksburg, VA

January 10, 2010 — Regular Meeting, Nationa Arboretum

March 5-7, 2010 — Plant trip to NC Nurseries

March 28, 2010 — Regular Mesting, National Arboretum

April 24, 2010 — FHower Show, Nationa Arboretum

May 14 - 17, 2010 — ARS Convention, Long Idand, NY
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Chapter Officers
President: Bob McWhorter
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May 18-25, 2010 — International Rhododendron Conference, Bremen, Germany

Next Meeting: “ Seeking Out Wild Ericas
and Native Orchids’ by Doug Jolley
Location: Potomac Community Center
11315 Falls Road, Potomac, MD 20854
Time: September 20, 2009 1-4 PM

We ae excited to have Doug Jolley as our
September speaker.  He is the past President and
current Secretary of the Middle Atlantic Chapter.
A retired dentist, Doug and his wife Davetta now
operate Windbeam Way Nursery near Hesaters,
WV. Doug, a masterful photographer, will spesk
about native Ericaceous plants and wild orchids.
He provides an enticing introduction to histalk:

“One of the mogt interesting plant families we
know is the Rhododendron Family. It is officidly
the HeathFamily, or the Ericaceae. While many
search for new native azaleas and rhododendrons,
often other members of the family go unheraded
or even unnoticed. Some ericaceous plants are
trees while some are measured by a millimeter
rue. Often unpretentious flowers ae beautiful
when viewed through a macro lens. Arguably one
of the oldest plant organisms on the eath is a
member of thisfamily.

“Inaddition to the interesting heeths, our native
orchids often occupy the same habitat niches. The
combination of these two plant families makes for
an intereging padime in seeking them out. This
tak will take viewers from the saw pamettos of
Florida to the Sierra Nevada range of Cdifornia

A Swarm of Ericaceous Plantsin the Wild:

R. minusvar. carolinianum, R. catawbiense, and R. vaseyi
From the Atlantic coast we will dimb into the
centrd Appdachian Mountains searching for
members of these families.

“This travelogue will highlight both rare and

common members of each family and how they
interact with one another in avariety of settings.”

Directions: From 1-270 North, day in the Local
lanes and take exit #4B/ MONTROSE RD WEST.
Continue west on Montrose Rd. for 1.7 miles.

Tun LEFT on FALLS RD (MD-189). Continue
1.4 miles to 11315 Fals Rd on the L€ft.

Refreshment Duty: Persons whose last names
begin with A through H are asked to bring some
refreshment goodies for the table.



Dr. John L. Creech: Rememberinga Legend
By Don Hyatt

It is with great sadness that | learned of the
passing of Dr. John Creech. He died on August 7,
2009, at the age of 89. As one of the preeminent
Directors of the U. S. Nationd Arboretum, he was
reqponsble for many of the fadlity’'s sdient
features and | want to teke a brief moment to
reflect on afew of his many accomplishments,
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Dr. John Creech at the National Arboretum  H. Schepker

Dr. Creech had a digtinguished career as a plant
scientigt in the U. S Depatment of Agriculture
that lasted 33 years. From 1973 until he retired in
1980, he served as Director of the U. S. Nationa
Arboretum. During World War |1, he dso served
in the U.S. Army, but spent from 1943 to 1945 in
a Geman prisoner-of-war camp.  Always the
horticulturist, he raised food on a plot of ground at
the camp to help feed his fdlow POWs. He was
awarded the Bronze and Silver Starsfor hisvaor.

In addition to 10 different plant collection trips
to Ada focusng on the introduction of new plant
materid, some of his most notable contributions to
the Arboretum included ggnificant expanson to
the Azdea collection, the creation of the Nationd
Heb Gaden, and the establisiment of the
Nationd Bonsai & Penjing Museum.

| fed very fortunate to have been able to spend
an dternoon with Dr. Creech a the Nationd
Arboretum during the 2006 ARSASA Convention
we hosted in Rockville. | regret that | didn’t have
my camera or video camcorder with me to record
every moment. | redly gppreciate the above photo

taken by Dr. Hartwig Schepker that day. | will try
to share a few of my memories on perhaps the
fina time Dr. Creech vigted the Arboretum.

| have dways dtributed my interest in azaea
hybridizing directly to Dr. Creech and | was happy
that |1 had a chance to tdl him so that afternoon. It
was probably in the mid 1960's, before Dr. Creech
had become Arboretum Director, when my parents
took me for the annud trip to see the azdea
display. Dr. Creech had st up an exhibit of
evergreen azaless to explain about hybridizing and
asked people to vote on their favorite seedling.

All of the azdeas were from the same cross,
and | remember being enamored by the subtle
vaidions in color, flower shgpe, and sze. The
flowers ranged from pale lavender to pure white,
and some had occasond purple flecks Every
azalea was beautiful and it was hard to decide, but
that was the point | redlized | wanted to make my
own azalea crosses. The large hose-in-hose white
must have won the popularity poll that day.
Creech named it for the First Lady, ‘Mrs. L.B.J’

N

Creech Azalea Introduction: ‘Mrs. L.B.J.

One of Dr. Creech’'s greatest contributions
aurdy is the world-class bonsa display a the
Arboretum. He was the one responsble for
obtaining tha initid collection of dwarf trees and
viewing stones, and that soon led to the Nationa
Bonsa & Penjing Museum, undoubtedly one of
the finest collections outside of Japan.

Tha afternoon we waked through the Bonsa
Pavilion incduding some of the “back rooms’
while Dr. Creech shaed s0 many maveous
gories. As we waked under the row of huge
Cryptomerias flanking the man entrance to the



Pavilion, he remarked how difficult it was to
locate those matching specimens. He was glad to
see that they were il growing so well.

We admired the various bonsa trees on display
and he seemed b know each one persondly. In
work aress behind the scenes, he even recognized
some of ther origind pots. He had a sparkle in
his eye as he reminisced about so many little
details during his tenure at the Arboretum.

Japan had offered the U.S. a collection of
bonsa trees to honor our Bicentennid, so Dr.
Creech and an assdtant traveled to Japan to see
that it became redity. Like any good plant
collector, he brought back every plant possible on
that trip, 53 bonsai, many of them centuries old,
plus 7 viewing stones. Creech said there was no
question that he would accept the pricdess gift to
our country, but he just wasn't sure how he was
going to get them safely back to the United States.

He told us it would be easer to be forgiven
rather than to get permisson from the government
in advance to do what needed to be done in order
to guarantee safe shipment. Rather than packing
the trees in craes and sending by sandard
methods that could damage them, he decided to
charter a huge 747 jet and fly them home firg
class. He had no idea how to pay for the shipping
expense but he would worry about that later.

They first removed dl the seats from the plane,
then secured the bonsa to wooden palets, and
findly bolted them down so they wouldn't shift.
By the time dl the trees were loaded, there was no
room for people so they curled up undernesth the
plants for the long flight home. The bonsa arrived
in perfect condition but he admitted he was iff.
We thank you Dr. Creech! 'Y ou will be missed!
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Bonsai Specimen at theU. S. National Arboretum
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Historic Garden Bulldozed

Chak up another victory to the developers.
The higtoric home and garden of Frederick O. Coe
in Bethesda is no more.  Approximately three
years prior, members in the Greenwich Forest
Community darted seeking approvd  from
Montgomery County to asign higdoric staus to
the lovely home and garden. It was Stuated on one
of the highest points in the entire county.

In 1962, Dr. Henry Skinner cited the Coe
garden as one of three best private gardens in the
Washington D.C. area, comparable to McCrillis
Gardens and the home of Frederick P. Lee. It had
more maure plantings incduding many Dexter
rhododendrons and native azaleas under a canopy
of high shade. The Coe Garden was established in
the late 1930s and must have had some spectacular
gecimens, gmilar to many of the plantings in
Margaret White' s landscape.

Community leaders had recelved assurance that
their petiion to consder the Coe Edae for
higoric designation would be reviewed by the
Planning Commisson on August 12, 2009. They
had been promised that no permits would be
approved prior to July 6" so they thought they
were safe.  However, that decision was appeded
without public notice and permits were issued
scretfly.  Ealy on the moming of dy 2" a
demolition crew appeared at the Coe property and
by 10:00 AM, hdf the house had dready been
desiroyed. At that same time, community leaders
received their first notice of the decision.

Apparently, some Specimen plants  were
removed from the propety, possbly going to
Landon School, Brookside, McCirillis, or sold to
developers. In the meantime, large trees on the
property and on a county right away behind the
estate have been cut down so that Sandy Spring
Builders can build three McMansions on what
used to be the quiet beauty of Coe Garden. For
more detalls, refer to the July 23, 2009 aticle in
Washington Post by Miranda S. Spivack.

Member Notes

We extend our sncerest sympathy to Diana
Nicholswho logt her husband recently.

We are glad that Jane Goodrich is on the mend
after arecent operation to implant a pacemaker.



The Ericaceae: TheHeath Family

Rhododendrons are members of the Hesth
Family, more formdly known as the Ericaceae.
Snce dl flowering plants are placed into one of
goproximately 60 different families, most of those
families are rather large and diverse groups and
the Heath Family is no exception. It contans
aoproximatdy 125 different genera and more than
3500 gspecies. Of course, our society’s primary
focus is on jus one genus in Ericaceae, that of the
Rhododendron.

Dexter Rhododendron Hybrids at Heritage

When we look a the variaion among the
different rhododendrons species and hybrids, it is
hard to believe they dl beong to just one genus.
When people think of “rhododendrons” the typica
image is probably the large leaf Dexter and Gable
hybrids that grace our gardens. We adso have our
native species, the purple R catawbiense and
white R. maximum of the Appaachian Mountains.
There are many wonderful Asan species that are
often grown as much for their foliage then the
blossoms, like the lovdy R. yakushimanum with
its compact habit and griking leaves with heavy
fdting undemnesth cdled indumentum.  All of
these larger leafed rhododendrons are grouped
together under the heading Elepidotes.

There is another subgroup of rhododendrons
cdled the Lepidotes. The plants are usudly
gndler in gaure with smdler leaves and flowers
that look like azdeas. They are didinguished by
ae tiny scde-like dructures found under ther
leaves that can be easly seen with a hand lens or
microscope.  Some favorite lepidotes include the

R. minusvar. carolinianum near Mt. Pisgah

blush pink hybrid ‘Winbeam,’ the dwarf ydlow
Japanese species, R keiskei, and the ndive R
minus var. carolinianum pictured in the wild
above. | would love to be adle to grow some of
the lovely blue and deep purple lepidotes like R.
augustinii or R. impeditum, but many of those
plants are native to cool Alpine regions and are
very difficult in our warmer dimate.

Of course, dl azdess are rhododendrons, but it
is surprisng how many people do not redize that
fact. The evergreen azaleas that grow everywhere
in our region are not native plants. They dl come
from Asa Many vaieties we grow today have
actudly been in cultivation for hundreds of years,
such as the variety ‘Pink Pearl’ (‘ Azuma-kagami’)
which was highly prized in Jgpan over 300 years
ago. Itisdill afavorite today.

We do have a wedth of ndive azdess in the
United States, a least eighteen species and dill
counting. Many of us flock to the Appadachian
Mountains each year to catch the bloom of
favorites like R. vaseyi, R. calendulaceum, and the
hybrids on Gregory Bad.
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Heath Plants (Ericasp.) in the Lahdscépe

There are certainly enough rhododendrons in
the genus to keep us dl busy for many lifetimes,
but what about the other members of the Hesath
Family? Mot of them are woody shrubs but there
are other plant types including trees and vines and
even a few drange plants that have no leaves or
any chlorophyll at dl.

The most obvious members of the Heath
Family are certanly namesske of the genus the
heaths themselves. Heaths are placed in the genus
Erica, and incdude ddicae winter and spring
blooming varieies so popular in many rock
gardens. Hower colors can range from white to
pink or even red. Closdy related is the genus
Calluna, the famed Scottish Heather that turns so
many hillsdes in northen England and Scotland
to an amazing the rosy pink and purple in late
summer. Members of both genera are not as easy
to grow in our area because they seem to prefer
cooler summer temperatures.

Two very popular plants in the Heath Family
that we often see in rhododendron gardens are
Mountain Laurd, Kalmia latifolia, with its lovdy
flowers in shades of white to pink that bloom in

late spring, and Japanese Pieris, Pieris Japonica,
with its dangling cdudes of white blossoms in
early spring.

There is a genus of plants that belongs to the
Heath family that are much more important as
food crops than ornamenta garden subjects. That
is the genus Vaccinium. It includes not only the
ever-popular blueberries that grow on bushes of
varying Sze but aso cranbearies that are tiny vines
that grow in cool bog regions.

Perhaps less frequently gronn members of
Ericaceae but 4ill popular ornamentd foliage
plants include the glossy leaved Leucothoe and the
griking blue foliage Zenobia.

There are some rather diminutive plants that |
admired for years but didn’t redize they belonged
to Ericaceae until many years laer.  Those
indude Traling Arbutus (Epigaea repens) that |
used to see on wildflower hikes here in Northern
Virginia with its fla, evergreen leaves and
ceeping  vine habit  with  those  wonderfully
fragrant white flowers in May. Wintergreen or
Tesberry (Gaultheria procumbers) with its
aomatic foliage is dso a heath, and its use as a
flavoring iswell known.

Ancther heath | remember vividly from
childhood is Pipsssewa (Chimaphylla maculata).
It used to grow in large patches in the woods
behind my home and | dways admired its striking
deep green and white foliage and delicate white
flowers. My grandmother sad it made a
wonderful herbd tea “good for the kidneys’ but
she could never get us to try any of her country
remedies, epecidly after the time she got some
Poison Ivy roots mixed in with the Pipgssewa and
sent a lengthy day in the hospitd recovering
from her pring tonic.
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There ae trees in the Heath Family including
Oxydendrum arboreum, the Sourwood or Lily of
the Vdley Tree. It has long dangling racemes of
greenishrwhite flowers that appear in summer and
they reman on the tree throughout the autumn
creating alovely contragt to the red fal foliage.

Sourwood — Aloweri ng Treein the Heath Family

Perhaps the drangest plants in the Heath
Family are a few sgprophytes, plants that have no
leaves or chlorophyll and get dl of thar
nourishment from decaying organic matter, smilar
to mushrooms. One that grows in our region is the
Indian Pipe or Corpse Plant (Monotropa uniflora).
| had no idea it was in
this family. It has short,
waxy white salks that
emerge from the ground
after arain. This species
used to be grouped with
severd gmilar gpecies in
their own family but they
were moved into
Ericaceae recently due
to DNA research. Some
of our rhododendrons
have no leaves, but those
are usudly the dead ones.
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Dues Are Now Due!

At the May Annud Mesting in Everett, WA, the
ARS Board rescinded a mgor dues increase that
had been approved at a prior meeting and replaced
it with a more modest dues dructure.  They
crested a new “Regula” membership category a
$0 per year that replaces two former categories:

Individud a $35 and Family a $44. Chapters
will now retain $10 of the dues instead of $8 s0
that means Associale Membership will incresse.
We hope you will dl reman members. Dues
notices are included with this mailing.

The ARS Seed Exchange:
A Potomac Valley Chapter Responsibility

Beginning September 1%, Norman Beaudry will
take over as Chairman of the ARS Seed Exchange.
He will need the assistance of our Potomac Vdley
Chapter to take on this massive task. To contact
Norman about the seed exchange use this email:

ar seed@gmail.com

Fall Banquet: “Three Seasonsof Color”
Speaker: Bruce Feller

JR’s Stockyards, November 1, 2009

Be sure to keep November 1% free - you don't
want to miss our Fal Banquet. Our East Coast
Vice Presdent, Bruce Fdler, will be our keynote
goesker and he will tdl us how he and his wife,
Marianne, are able to maintain “Three Seasons of
Color.” They will share his secrets about
mantaning a colorful garden from fdl through
winter and into spring when the flowers bloom.

The Felers have a lovdy home on Long Idand
that is landscaped with choice rhododendrons,
azaleas, maples, dwarf conifers, and other plants.
Few people can match therr horticulturd expertise
since they raise every plant to perfection.

The Banquet Regidration Form and additiona
details accompany this newdetter.
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Donald W. Hyatt, Newdetter Editor
Potomac Valley Chapter ARS
Don@donaldhyatt.com




