Potomac Valley Chapte€alendar- 2019

1 September 15, 2019 PVCPicnic, Seneca Creek State Park
1 September 2729, 2019 ARS Fall Conference, Parksville, BC, Canad
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. |
1 November 2, 2019 PVC Fall BanquetNormandie Farm, Potomac, M| Isabelle49@aol.com

1 April 29 i May 3, 2020i ARS 75" Anniv. Convention, Portland, OR

Potomac ValleyChapter Picnic and Plant Sale
Where: Seneca Creek State Park
11950 Clopper Rd ?j*’gzc"' i S

Gaithersburg, MD 20878 %% &

Date: Sunday, Septembed5, 2019
Time: 1:007 5:00 PM

Once again, & will be holding our chapter
picnic atSeneca Creek Stafeark The date is
Sunday, Septembésb, from1i 5PM.

The Fawn Pavilions thelarge covered picnic
facility we have used for many yeasnd is
located on the south side of Clopper Lak
Follow the signs, or ask for directions at the ga
The park does charge reminal entry fee per
person that they will collect at the gate.

The chapter will povide hamburgers,.. ...
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hotdogsbuns andcondiments Ginny Mohr has “*“[""

asked if someone can volunteer to bring drinl
Please let her know if you can assigte rest of
us are asked to brirgpmethingo supplement a
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Treasurer: Phyllis Rittman
prittman@erols.com
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typical picnic meal such as salad,veggies,chips,
other sidadishesor adessert

Alcoholic beverages are not allowelkthere are no
trash cans so waustremove ouowntrash. Please
join us. We always have a great time.

We shold have somehododendrons from our
Plants for Members program available for sale. The
are cuttings we sent to Van Veen Nursery that are n
linersready tabe planted in the garden this fallhey
are great varieties, of course.

DIRECTIONS:

Take F495 to F270N toward Frederick
Merge onto 4270 Local N

Take the Exit #10 West, toward MD Rt. 124
Turn RIGHT onto MD 117 (Clopper Rd)
Turn LEFT into the Park: 11950 Clopper Rd

arLDOE

Fall Banquet: Dr Steve Krebs

Where:Normandie Farm Restaurant
10710 Falls Road, Potomac, MD 20854

Date Saturday, November 2 2019

Time 12 noon to 4 PM

We will hold our annual banquet at the Normandie Fa
again. Banquet details will be sent out in October with
registration form. Please save the date!

We are excited to announce that our speaker will be
Steve Krebs. Steve is the redgntetired Director of the
David Leach Research Station, part of the Holden Arbore
in Ohio. He is a rhododendron expert and is probably
known for his innovative breeding program that crea
spectacular new hybrids that are resistant to root setdes.




The Mystery of t

by Donald W. Hyatt
(All photos by the author except wher@ndicated)

The Red Maxyis ararered form ofour native
speciesRhododendron maximur@iscovered when
they were building the Blue Ridge Parkwinythe
1 9 3 @ basinterestedhododendromnthusiastfor
decadesYes, here are many rhododendron hybrids
and speciesvith red flowersand somehave much
more spectaculdslooms.However, his isarguably
one ofthe raresand most unusualantsin existence

The Red Maxdhas some very unique properties.
The flowers are redt least most of the timejstead
of the white to blush pink we associate withe
species However, he plant isvery distinctive, inor

The (Red Maxdi A rare red form of R. maximum

out of bloom It hasred sapthe color ofcranberry distributed Branches that contain that red sap will
juicethatsaturatedts stemsleaves and flowersThe have that unique foliage, red buds, and will produce
sap does nateachthe leaf edge sahe marginswill red flowers. Othebrancleson the same plamhay

be greernwhile the rest of théeaf is red Thefoliage nothave any redapso theywill look like the typical

is quitestriking, especiallywhen backlitoy the sun R. maximunwith large,dark green leaveBght green
: . flower buds,and white to blush pink flowers.
Sometimes, the samay appearonly in part ofa
flower truss sdhere can be a mixture cgfdand white
blossomsor evensomeflowersthat arebicolored.
What can be confusing is that red gapduction
in the &Red Maxd can be capricious Thelate Dr.
Thomas Wheeldon, a founder of the Middle Atlantic
Chapter ARS, was one of the first to root cuttings of
thedRed Maxéfrom the wild. People were veeager
to get theplantbutthenwere furiousvhentheirplants
hadwhite blossomsDr. Wheeldm wasembarrassed
andassured them heasnot trying to cheaanyone
The red color may natevelopfor years. Yes, t is a
s - very strange and mysterioygant!
Red coloration in the bliage of thedRed Maxd The original Red MaxXdin the wild wascertainly
not easy to find It growsin aremote location not far
We are not sure what causes that plant to produce from Mount Mitchell, the highest mountain in the
the red sap. David Leach suggested that it may be eastern United States with an elevation of 6684 ft
temperature related and noted that grafts and rooted (2037 m) The regionis very heavily forested and
cuttings he madevere not as deep in color as the  difficult to traverse except om few roads The

original plant in the wild. [4] primaryaccesss via the Blue Ridge Parkway.

Dr . August Kenb of our éhapteg i e 0 Thatregionof North Carolinas wherewe see the
founderswas fascinated bhe Red Maxband wrote greatest diversityor the speciefR. maximum The
several articlesnt he A My st er i o0.0s RRadkwaMem mitepost 33@ the entrance to Mount
[1][2] He proposedseveraltheoriesbut nonewere Mitchell State Parlkat milepost 355andto beyond at

satisfactory. At firsthe favored one suggesting the  milepost 360 seemg¢o be exceptionally rich in

plant was a chimera composed of both red and white variations There are typical white to blush pink forms

cell layers. In later years, he tended toward a theory but also stronger pinks andcpteeformswith white

of Aimoveabl e geneso t hat blossoroslbarderedanudseper piokightred | a n t t o

sport differently depading upon where the genes The (Red Maxyis not visible fromParkwa but
were located. He admitted that more research was growson aforestedhillside near Curtis Creelbout
needed to understand whedsreally happening. milepost 347. Accessis viathe Parkwaythenon a

In a garden situation, clones of tiited Maxdcan dirt road followed by a hike ora trail, but finally

be unpredictableThe red sap is not always uniformly blind-faith bushwhackinghrough adensethicket.



Variations of R. maximumi ncl udi ng

Blush Pink Form

6Curtis CrdéeedKaxd f

Red bud and norml budon the same
branch. The left will have red flowers.




The man credited with finding thiRed MaxXwas They visitedhybrid swarmsof native azaleas on

namedMr. Clayton one of many people involved the baldsand remarked at the wide variatgon color.

laying outthe ParkwayAccording to legend,dwas They smelledR. arborescensn Wayah BaldThey

following a beartrail through the dense forteand admiredlarge brilliantly colored flame azaleasnd

encounteed a population of abod t020 plants of werein awe ofthevistas m Roan Mountairwith the

R. maximunthat had crimson red flowersHe was R. catawbiensé bloom. Leachwrote eloquently of

not a botanist buimmediately recognized their his Roan experienc@No advance description could

significanceand brought thers to the sitg1] equal the magnificent spectacle of lavenpigk
Unless someone takes you to thRed MaxXit is flowers in a vast billowing sea reaching out to the

unlikely that you will find it on your ownlt is located misty violethorizon of the mountains. Surely this is

i n a dense fi r hamdl potl ecallg r o one df thd great floral scenes of the nation, a vista of

noticeableuntil standing in closeroximity to the i mmense drama in a majesti:

plant It is easy to get disorienteghd lostin such P R ————

overgrown areasGPS technology is rasly useful
since satellite signals are often blocked by the canopy.

o,

R. catawbiensén bloom on Roan Mountain

\ R LT Their finalactivity was a pilgrimage teee theare
e ST A e SR e Red Maxdonear Mount Mtchell. We went there this

One mstwothrough afirhododendr year, t@, andl find it interesting toreadthat the
to reachthe Red Maxdin the wild. accessapproachn 1957seenedbasically unchanged
from what we go througloday Leachwrote A A s

David Leachcolorfully described a meeting he we slowly made our way toward the silgr. Ernest

attendedin 1957 which included a trip to théRed Yelton, one of our guides, exhibited his fantastic

Max.6 [3] Many East Coast rhododendrexperts ability to pass through the all but impenetrable

had gathered fora weeklong programof the newly underbrush at a fast gallop, an exhibition of split
formed Southeastern Chapter ARS halduneat the second writhing that would blench the cheek of either
Biltmore estate in Asheville. For many of themitwas anAl-Amer i can ful l back or a f
their firsttrip to see native azaleaad rhododendrons Joe Gable made several trips to tldeed Max

in the wild Our annual treks go to many obtde same including the one described by David Leackie

places and weare similarly inspired Our digital returned again in 1960 with Dr. Skinner, Director of

A

newslettehassome extrphotasfromthisy e ar 6 s ttheiUE. National Arboretunand several othergl]
Some people brought back cuttings or layers that
time.Henry Yates took some wood of téieed Max
to fashion six gavels that were given to some of those
in attendanceWe do not know if they still exist.

They dug up darger plant at the sitestimatedo
weigh 100 Ibs.dragged it down the tra&nd gave it
to JoeGableto plant at his nursery in Stewartstown,
PA. Gablewas disappointedvhen it bloomedThe
flowerswere whiteuntil 1965 when it sported its first
redblossoms He indeed had thé&ked Maxo

Gable and the late Captain Dick Steele of Nova
Scotia madeanothertrip in 1966. Captain Steele

R. calendulaceunwth Mount Mltchellin the distance



The Recovery of thedRed Maxé
& : TS e 292

Captain St e e lPpeaobd: SohnGvEaged

brought back a flower trusgrafted the stem on
6 Count y andfplantedtratkhés first home at
Boulderwoodin Halifax, Nova Scotia | saw that
plantin 2006 and remarked it wise finest specimen
| had everseen John Weagleells me it iseven better
today | have wondered iit might bea piece of the
original plant in the wildvhich did eventually die
Gabl ebs daughter Car ol
Red Max at Stewartstowrto the Rhododendron
Species FoundationShe named i@ Mount .Mi t
Plants were distributed by éhRSF adR. maximum
60 Mount Mithtthe aceekslo®numbéb/137. 7z : 2 3 :
The RSF received a second accession from David 2012: Karel Bernady at the plant. The trunkwas
Leach that also carried the same naRiemaximum lower but new shootswvere emerging from its base.
6Mount M#] tTleehRSKFghve ib a different
accession number, 77/646 The two forms are
geneticallydifferent Accession 77/646 was the best
red selected from plants Warren Baldsiefen raised
fromGa b Iseed.s
There was yet another r&d maximurnmegistered
by Weldon DelpHis plant was a fourtgeneration
selection from seed originally from the Gable plant
He call ed his O6Del pbs Re:
By 1992, the originatRed MaxXin the wild had
died likely due to excessive competition adense
shadelt was a sad lossince that plant was estimated 2016: George McLellan beside th Maxd
to be at least 100 years ol spread 35 to 40 fi e new arowth at the base 1 s head mah.
across It hadtrunks 5 to 6 inches in diameter.
At that time,someSoutheastern Chapter members
including Ed Collins became stewards thfe lone
plant remainingin the wild It was pitiful with one
spindlytrunk that leaned at4b°angle It might have
beena layerof the originalplant or elsea seedling
They wee not suresotheycalleditt he o6 Cur t i
form. They cut down trees farovidemore lightand
it slowly begarnto recover When | first sawa decade
later, the plant was still small biiasnow recovered
The (Red Maxd has been notoriously difficutb
root We grafted some cuttisgpfthe6 Cur t i s (

form andtook onewestto the Rhododendron Species 2019: Charlie Andrewswith the (Red Max6
The new growth now towers overhead.




