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Potomac VaIIey ChapteCalendar- 2021 . Chapter Officers
September 121 Potomac Valley Chapter Picnic,Seneca Creek President: Ginny Mohr
September 24257 Middle Atlantic Chapter Meeting, Richmond, VA Ginnmohr%}é@gman_com
September 25 NV-ASA Annual Plant Sale,Springfield, VA Secretary. Diane Reinke

October 232471 ARS Fall Symposium Online Meeting, FREE Isabelle49@aol.com
Treasurer: Phyllis Rittman

rittwoman@gmail.com
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November 71 PVC Meeting, Potomac Community Center

Potomac ValleyChapter Picnic Including Elections!
Where:Seneca Creek State Park .,
11950 Clopper Rd s K S
Gaithersburg, MD 20878 S5
Date: Sunday, Septemben2, 221

Time: 1:007 5:00 PM

& “Goshen Rd

Seneca Creek:::

We will be holding ourfirst faceto-face State Park =
chapteractivity in over ayearthis fall, our i3
annualpicnic at Seneca Creek Staark Seneca reek Clpper : p e
The date is Sunday, Septemi&y from 1to . o 5’:{? s Gaithersburg
5 PM. We hope all of you have bee SP s N :
vaccinated against Cowitd. Since we will = % PFaVI"n % }5 Pond® 5
be outside, this should be a fairly sa /" e ETG o
activity for us allto see one another oeblu:n N

The Fawn Pavilioris the large covered woi D Ear h N
picnic facility we have used for many yea «g, ! é’; ol S " Con ol
andis located on the south side of Clopp, ~# & ane | o2 22 G4 a 14%?

Lake. The park does charge a nominal er == FuTl |

1.0mi Glen Ct &¥ahoo2008, Data ol AVTE

fee per person that they collect at the gate. DIRECTIONS:

The chaterwill provideeither fried chicken 1. Take F495 to F270N toward Frederick
or hamburgersand hotdogs depending upon 2. Merge onto 4270 Local N
attendanceWe wouldlike someoneo bring ice 3. Take the Exit #10 West, toward MD Rt. 124
anddrinksbutno alcoholic beverageas theyare 4. Turn RIGHT onto MD 117 (Clopper Rd)
5

not allowed The rest of us are asked to briag . Turn LEFT into the Park: 11950 Clopper Rd
side suitable for a picnisuch as a saladome

veggiesa casserolefruit, chips, or a dessert

We will be holding elections at this evien RSVP!
First, we want to sincerely thank Ginny Mohr for We wi | | need a
serving as our President for so many years. Carol [| know how much food to purchase. Please
Segree has agreed to assumertilatso wewant Carol Segree know by Wednesday, Septe
to welcome her as our nd@ader Please join us 8, if you plan to attend the picnic.
for a funafternoonanda chance t o § Email: csegreel7@outlook.com

old friends.Oh , W\ expect tohave some
rhododendrons for sal&o.




Sad News Joe Minahan

It is hard tocomprehend the loss of so many
friendsin the plant worldhis year.Wenowhave
the Rhododendron & Azalea News that is able to
provide a more extensive tributhan was
possible in theARS Journal but wewant to
briefly reflect onsomepeoplewe lost reently
and offer our condolences to family and friends

Harold Greer

Joe Minahan ]

Joe Minahanan Associate Member of our
chapterpassed awagt his homen Julyl7from
colon cancer. Hewas 88. Joe wasan avid
hybridizerand we have featured him asoime of
his hybrids in past PVC Nesletters. He is
survived by his wifeWinnie,of 61 years and five
sons. The Greater Philadelphia Chapter ARS
will assist inpreserving his wonderful hybrids.

For many of us, the tragic losstd&roldGreer Phil Louer
wasa terrible shockHe wasone of theleading
rhododendron experts in the worldatdldwas a
superbnurserymanan accomplishedauthor, a
outstandingphotographer, grolific hybridizer,
an ergagng speaker, and a great friendle will
bemissed more than we can knowWe was 76.

His wife, Nancy, posted the followingletails
on her Fadaook page

"Many of you may or may not know that Harold
passed away 08/10/2021. He was working on the
sprinkling system before last wéekot spell. He was
working next to a shallow pond in our back yard and
tripped and fell. His head hit a rock in the pond and
it knocked him out and he drowned. He did not suffer
and died in our garden. We will have a memorial

service ata later date. | andoing OK. It has been X
such a shock! He died in a beautiful garden that he recently and passed away at his home on July 24.

loved so much and that is where he wanted to be. Phil and his late wife Frances wee I_ong time

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the ~Mmembers of our chapter and founding members
Research Foundation of the American Rhododendron Of the ASA. At one time they had one of the
Society or to The Rhododendron Species Foundation largest azalea collections in the regéaom kindly
in Washington state. | will post when his memorial hosted many garden tour$rances was Leslie
service will be on Faceiwk for you when a date is Nanneyds mot her singere w e
set. Thank you for all your prayers and love that some  sympathy to Lege and Davefor their loss. The
of you have sent to me alreagly. Nanneyshavea lovely garden, too(link beow)

-Nancy Greer https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rYGoyAkUhOY

Phil Louer had been in declining health



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rYGoyAkUh0Y

PVC Fall Meeting: Karel Bernady

ARhododendron Ecl
Date: November 71 to4 PM

We are scheduled for a regular meeting at the
Potomac Community Center dlovember 7 and
our speaker will be &rel BernadyHe will give

his very entertainindgalk calledii Rh o d o d e n d

Eclectico It hasseveralindependent segments
such as one on butterflies as pollinatcasd
another omatural rock gardens in the Southern
Appaladians like the place whefe. smokianum
grows. As is true of most indoor meetings at the
moment, all attendees will be required to wear
masks. More on this in otHall newsletter.

ARS Symposiumi October 2324
AFanttlo Gardeningo

&S

Mountain Hikes by Don Hyatt
We weren 6 t nipglaamountainhike this

year because of concerns over Cei®d As

people started getting vaccinated, we hastily

resurrected a canceled trip from last year that

included Steve WrightHorticulture Director at

the Jenkins Arboretumand a number ohis

The ARS Chapters and Master Gardeners on associates from other institutions liket.\Cuba

Vancouverlisland have put together two half
days of speakers from around the world for a
virtual meeting in lieu of a fall conferenck.is
FREE to anyone in the world but you must
registeradvanceSee details here
https://rhododendron.org/Fall_2021 Conferen

ce.pdf

ARS Conventioni May 4-8, 2022
Reggi stration for next
open on November 1 but it is not too early to do
some planning, Check out the details:
https://ars2022.org/

MAC Meeting i September 2425
Many of our PVC Members are Associate
Members of the Middle Atlantic Chapter ARS.
Their fall meeting will be amvernight event at
the Roslyn Retreat Center in Rmmond VA.
Details and registratioformscan be found here
https://macars.org/wordpress/

NV-ASA Plant Salei September25
Our friends in the Northern Y@inia Chapter
ASA will hold their annual plant sale at the
Kirkwood Presbyterian Church in Springfield,
VA, from 1:00 to 4:30 PM
https://nv-asa.org/

Center,Stoneleighthe Tyler Arboretumandthe
Davis ArboretumWe had 17n the trip(above)
including afew from PVC and the ASA, too

Stevehad permission to take cuttingsoiin
superiomplants we haddentifiedin the wild. We
just had to shovkis groupwheretheywere

~4

It was not an easy hike for me. | hsom
problemswith circulation in my legs this spring
which made it difficult tovalk orwear shoesAt
leastwe managedet them tovarioustrails and
explain where the plants werkhey locatd most

of t he @ g o odefinielgadsucsess. i t

w


https://rhododendron.org/Fall_2021_Conference.pdf
https://rhododendron.org/Fall_2021_Conference.pdf
https://ars2022.org/
https://macars.org/wordpress/
https://nv-asa.org/

Rhododendromtmaximumi Learning to Love These Plants
By Carol Segreeall Photos by the Author)

My first encounter withR. maximuncame
when | purchased several Roseba
Rhododendrons in the
not joined the ARS and my only experience wit
rhododendrons was a large old one by the fro
porch at my childhood home. | now know it was
O0Roseum EI| eganeautifully fott
many years until the walnut tree planted nearb
encroached. My expectation for the Rosebay we §
something |ike O6Roseu
say, | was disappointed when they bloomed.

After becoming an ARS member in the earl
9 0 6 s rnedlthaRR. maximumvas native to the
East Coast from Georgia to Canada and the stg
fl ower of We s t Viragi
about these plants, but two of them remained i
my garden. From Don
and articles, | learned abahie Red Max. And |
became interested. Over several years, | acquire
a Red Max seedling an
Red Max, and OoMt. Mit

| was thrilled three years ago when the Re
Max bloomed, with trusses of both white and red & |
Last year it produced seven red trusses. This year Blush PiniR. maximunin the Segree Garden
. \ there were only
two. The first one
was red and the
second one was red
2 with white.

the last two years, but the flowers are not as
beautiful dark green foliage but has not bloomed.

. my woods with no help from me. It has been
I'nteresti nghoning 6rddv&dl years and it clearly Has

.“-1—“ R I :
& wait for next year! maximunas a parent.
t O Mi dsummer Red

Red Max Seedling Max06 has bl oomed

Truss of Red Max Seedligd\ll Red Truss of Red Max SeedligiRed and White

had

striking as the Red Max.

Some years ago, a seedling grew in the moss in



Color Variations oR. maximum

Vista at Blackwater Falls State Park

This summer | went on the PVC trip to the
mountains and saMR. maximumin its native
environment. Though not blooming at the time,
the foliage vas a joy to see. In July, Joe Miller,
Halit Kardak, Barbara Bullock and | went to
West Virginia to see thR. maximumn bloom.
Our first stop was Blackwater Falls State Park,
where theR. maximumsvere coming into full
bloom and were stunning. BlackwatEalls, a
popular tourist spot, is known for its amber
waterfalls.

needles.

Wat er amber t he

by tannic acids from hemlock and red spruce

Rhododendron maximumnuss at Blackwater Falls

We enjoyed the beauty of tiie maximunin
Canaan Valley and Dolly Sods and our trip was
well worth the effort. These trips into the
mountains have made me appreciate this species
even more. What a treasure they are! Now | just
wish | had the space to plant more of them.

576 falls is tinted

Barbara Bullocknd Carol Segreen Hooper Bald
Photo: D. Hyatt



