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1 February 287 March 1: North Carolina Nursery Trip csegreel7@outlook.com
T March 23: Joint Meeting with Northern VA Chapter ASA Secretary. Diane Reinke

1 April11 7 12: MAC Spring Meeting, Norfolk, VA Isabelle49@aol.com

1 April T May (TBA): Proposed Chapter GardenExcursions Treasurer: Phyllis Rittman
Y May 77 9: ASA Convention,Jenkins Arboretum, Philadelphia. PA rittwoman@gmail.com
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Joint Meeting ARS and ASA
Speaker:Don Hyatt
A Ga r dreandAccents,
plus a Touch of Whimsyo
Where: Kirkwood Presbyterian
Church, 36 Carrleigh Pkwy,
Springfield, VA 22152
Date: Sunday,March 23, 2025
Time: 1:007 4:00 PM

Ouir first gathering of the year will be a joil
meeting of our Potomac Valley Chapter AF
with the Northern Virginia Chapter ASA. Th
program will be held on Sunday, March 23,
Springfield, VA, at the Kirkwood Presbyteria
Church. We will also have aait exchange.

Over the years, Don Hyatt has collect
images of garden art, accents in the landsci
and whimsical features he has seen on vari
tours. He is finally putting together a new te
that will touch on a broad range of artistic ide
used in gardens. He hopes you will enjoy it.

Many images were photographed on Al
and ASA garden tours such as the two at
above right. The smiling Friar was in Barba
Hal |l 6s garden we to
convention. The fanciful monkey was the
garden of Blossom McBrier near Erie, PA.

He will cover a few projects including th
transformation of a large tree trunk in Nor
Beaudryds garden. T
sculpture with three woodpecker carvings. T
first image shows Normahding in front of the
sculpture to give an appreciation of the sce
Carolyn Beck took the prize photo (far righ
with the brilliant red Japanese maple foliage

June 57 8: ARS Convention, Wolfville, Nova Scotia, Canada

NOE i e CF N — 7’ ase X
Make Me Smile: Whimsical Garden Art
Cheerful Friar Statue Fanciful Monkey Sculpture
Barbaraand AltonHallGarden Blossom McBrieGarden
2016W|Illamsburgponventlon 2014ARS Cleveland Conventlon

Bird Carvmgs: Transformg aTree Trunk

Norm Beaudry Japanese Maple
Comparison for Scale Color Echo
(Don Hyatt photo) (Carolyn Beck photo)



Brookgreen Sculpture Garden
G5AFYE 2F (KS /Bfookgrees Vista

Famous BonzeSculptureby Brilliant Caladiumprovide
Anna Hyatt Huntington summer color in theyarden

Seed Exchange

| did not get a local chapter seed exchat
organized this year although Carol Segree and K
Bernady did clean some seed from several of
deciduous azaleas and rhododendrons that pe
admired during our District 9 meeting last April. (s
below) If you are interested in raising a few plar
from open pollinated s
Don Hyatt and request a few random packets.

DeciduousAz al eas in Car ol

The ARS also has a National Seed Exchange. It i

now open until March 8 for ARS members. They

have over 200 seed lots, The cost is $3.00 per pa
www.rhododendron.org/seedexchange.htm

Don will show images of some tempora
art exhibits as well as permanent displays
has seen at public gardens including the Le
Ginter Botanical Gardens, the Garden in i
Woods, Longwood, and other places in the
He also will include garden afrom Canada,
Germany, and the UK. Pictured to the left ¢
images from Brookgreen Gardens in Sot
Carolina which showcases the work of An
Hyatt Huntington, one of the first femal
sculptors in the US to receive wondde
acclaim. The 900@cre botardal garden is
famous for its incredible display of tens
thousands of colorful caladiums which th
use to help showcase her work.

Donés presentation
other artistic garden accents including wa
features, masonry additions, anghovative
paving ideas.

North Carolina Nursery Trip

February 281 March 1

Plans for our annual trip to visit nurseries in No
Carolina to purchase plants is a bit sketchy at this p
but save the date. Several nurseries in the area
annual open houses in late winter including Came
Forest Nursey, Big Bloomers Fer Farm, and Tony
Avent 6s Pl ants Delight

Lewis Ginter Winter Symposium
February 1271 14, 2025
The Lewis Ginter Botanical Gardens in cooperation v
the Central Virginia Nursery & Landscape Associati
and the Virginia Cooperative Extension Service hay
program to raise funds for student scholarships. T}
are five lectures each of the first twlays. The cost is
$100 per day which includes lunch. The third day is
pesticide certification. On Day 2, Tony Avéns willa
be themain attractionA Celebration of Eccentricities
Famous Plant People and Their PlanBon Hyatt will
follow his presentation that afternoon speaking on
native azaleas in the Southern Appalachians.
For more information, check out the website:
www.lewisginter.org/event/winter -symposiumcvnla/



http://www.rhododendron.org/seedexchange.htm
http://www.lewisginter.org/event/winter-symposium-cvnla/

Bloombux® Rhododendrons

I“"""“llnsypums.cmv-

Bloombux® Blush- Plant (. t 2 2 masyy

At the Mid-Atlantic Nursery Trade Show (MANTS
in Baltimore recently, a new dwarf rhododendron mz
its US debut. It has been available in Europe for a
years, sold as an alternative to Boxwood which is pr
to blight. Its compact plant hahwith small, deep greetr
leaves makes it an ideal plant for hedges or contair
The plant apparently can take soils that are sligl
alkaline and its hardiness range is Zone 5 to 9.

Bl oominé Easy is the f

it has traderarked the namBloombux®to emphasize
the shrub is a substitute for Boxwood (Buxus), an
also blooms. Me manyflowered trusses have sme
blooms of pale to medium pinBloombux® Blushis
featured on this page and the deeper gldombux®
Magentais on the next page.

Bloombux® Blush- Landscape (. f 22 YA y

Bldombux® Bll]sh'l' Truss ( t22YAYy

This hybrid is a cross d. micranthunirom China
crossed withR. hirsutumfrom the Alps. That means i
is a Lepidote likeR. keiskeo r 6 PJ M6 . E\
Bl oo mi nd BBanbux®risodogendrons are
heat tolerant, we should be careful in our climate.

They bloom in late May to June and although th
hybrids are listedsaheat tolerant, it would be wise tc
provide afternoon shade. Boxwoods are prone to
disease and these hybrids are marketed as diseast
free. However they can get Phytophthera so like all
Lepidotes, they will need good drainage.

(Photo: Ron Rabideau)

Bloombux® Foliage

The foliage remains bright green yeaund. The
plants can be pruned to shape them into hedges ol
topiary but only prune heavily after flowering since
the plants will be forming flower buds in late summu
into fall. Off season pruning will reduce floweg.

The marketing campaign in the US looks quite
wide and several major garden centers and even s
box stores in our region are expected to carry therr



Bloombux® Magenta- Plant (. t 22 YAy
For more information
Easy, check out their website. In addition to these
: rhododendrons, they also sell hydrangeas, a
Bloombux® Magenta- Flower (. t 22 YAy  azaleas, and many other plants. They are wholesal

Accordingto reports Bloombux® Magentasi more do not sell directly to customers but theestan direct
upright and open thaBloombux®Blush. Both of the ~ Yyou to retailers in the US who carry their plants.
cultivars have been used for topiary, https://bloomineasyplants.com/

The Bloombux® Cross :
It is interesting to look at the x '
cross that created the Bloomi@ux
hybrids. One parent was a Chinefg
speciesR. micranthumwhich does ¥
grow in our area. | had it for a whilg:
but my plant was straggly which g
apparently common with younig
plants. Those small white flower
reminded me of chickweed. Olde
plants do become better behaved.
R, hirsutum also known as the
Hairy Alpenrose, is native to th|
mountains in Europe and the Alp
It has a dwarf with loose trusses
small pink belshaped blossomfia
and hairs on the leaves. It grows |
soils that are high in lime (calciur|
carbonatg which has resulted ir
progeny that are tolerant of neutr
soils. It is similar toR. ferrugineum

which has rusty leaves and grov . . - N
b the t 31 in the Al g b R. hirsutum - Native to the mountains of Europe and the Alps.
above the tree fine in the Alps (Photo by Hans Eibergeproduced with permission from the Danish website)

only in acid soils. https://www.rhododendron.dk/arter/h/

R. micranthumat the Henry Foundation for Botanical Research in
Pennsylvania. Notice the bud count in a trg®soto by Ron Rabideau)

> &


https://bloomineasyplants.com/

2025 Rhododendron 6the Year Awards
Every year, our region selects four cultivars tl

will become our Rhododendrons of the Year. Here

the plants that grabbed our attention this past year.

V}iVnus' Baby'

Evergreen azalea: 'Venus' X 'Girard's Hot Shot'
This is one of Dr. Sanc

attracted so much atter

» Al during the tours at our District 9 meeting last April.
6Bob Furmands Big The large, ruffled flowers of pale pink and white wit
Elepidote rhododendron: (6 Go | den St ar ¢ afew green spots are absolute perfection,
yakushimanum)) x((( Di do I ( 6Chl
lacteum))I 6 Gol d)en St ar
6Bob Furmandés Big Yellc

Cod and has been highly prized for its huge, fragra
blooms of rich yellow. It is finally getting distributed
in our region and a small plant sold at our District 9
meeting in Annapolis for over $200 in a heated
auctionat the banquet

'Sweet Christy"
Deciduous azalea: parentage unknown

One of our original members, Dr. Roy Magrud

selected and registered this pale yellow Knap |

hybrid in 1976. The parentage is not known but

large, ruffled flowers always attract attention.

Congratulations Norm Beaudry, and Thanks!
We want to congratulate Norm Beaudry on hi$ ¢
Birthday celebrated earlier this month. We also war
_ _ _ thank him for offering to be our Membership Che
This cultivar was developed by Dr. Augie Kehr whc  nstead of sending renewals to Phyllis Rittman, ple

was one of our chapter founders. Itis another one ' send them Norm including any email address chan
the few blue lepidotes that will grow for us. Beaunorm@gmail.com

'‘Blue Success'
Lepidote rhododendron: (‘Epoch' x 'Barto Blue') X
augustinii



Climate Change:Hurricane Helene and

the Southern Appalachians by Don Hyatt

As | survey the host of record weather disasters
year , it is hard to bel
cause. Scientists have dropped that phrase and
refer to it as Acli mate
experiencing is actually dueanncr eas e |
temperature. It woul dno
weather in the winter and just needed to turn the
conditioner up a couple of degrees in the summer.

That is not what happens. Warmer air holds m
moisture and ttaneans we get more severe storms
change the weather patterns due to greater circula
Warm air can head north into the Arctic which me
the ice caps. That often pushes Polar air to the sou
we get record cold. Places like New Orleans and
Florida Panhandle were getting snow while Anchore
Alaska, stayed above freezing with mild rain showe
In California, the rains missed them but the circulat
of one of those southern storms synced with a dry, |
pressure system to produce 100 n3amta Ana winds
that spread wildfires destroying many communities
Los Angeles for many days.

The image to the right is a NOAA satellite view
Hurricane Helene on September 26 as it was abo
ram into the coast of Florida as a category 4 storn
developed rapidly due to From there, it raced aci
Georgia on September 27 and slammed itite
Southern Appalachians near Asheville causing som
the worst damage to that area in recorded histonr
dropped 20 to over 30 inches of rain on ground that

already saturated from a stalled front that had alre §

produced soaking rains duringgt prior week.
When it hit, wind gusts at the upper elevatic
exceeded 100 mph which flattened most forests or

eastern slopes and ridges. The National Park Sel | "
photo below is between Craggy Gardens and Ashev |

Blue Ridge Prkway at p 375 (photo NPS)

Appalachian Trail at Engine Gaplow Closed

Every road in Western North Carolina and East
Tennessee was closed due to washed out bridges,
slides, downed trees, and flooding. Theeas been some
recovery but the Blue Ridge Parkway and some m
routes may remain closed through at least the next \
The Appalachian Trail in North Carolina is also closec

b 4

Parkway NearAsheviIIebefore Helene (Hyatt)



Linville Falls Before Helene  (Hyatt)

The areas around Linville Falls and Linville Gort
experienced serious flooding. The visitor cen
sustaind major damage and many roads were bloc
by trees, washouts, and mudslides. Access was Vi
Parkway at mp 316 but the entire Parkway from n
Boone all the way to the Great Smoky Mounta
National Park will remain closed until further notice

/. . oy
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Clearing Trees off th€arkway mp 318 (NPS)
We understand that Hooper Bald was not harn
Another positive note is that the Linn Cove Viadu
near Grandfather Mountain that took nearly 20 ye
to build did not incur any serious damagthe.

P

Concern

¢tKS aws a | E gHyatt)
The rare ARed Maxo (p
of R. maximunfound growing at the headwaters
Curtis Creek near Mount Mitchell. It was discover
in a very remote location when the Parkway was be
built in the 1930s. That area received some of
heaviest raing30+ inches)and winds which cause
catastrophidamage to the Parkway. It will probab
be years before we will be able to check on that ple

Damageat Gooch Gap (mp 336) (photo NPS)
Theturn to get to the Forest Service Raael took
to begin the hikeot he A Red Maxo0o i
Gap(mp 336)and Mount Mitchell State Park entran:
(mp 355).The Parkway in this area was washed av
in many placesRainfall hereled to record floodingof
the French Broad River and damagésheville.

ST e S ‘_ . e . >
Parkway Washout at mp 345 (photo NPS)




The Appalachian Trall

The Appalachian Trail is closed in much of Nor
Carolina. The stretch from Carvers Gap to Rot
Bald and Engine Gap is not accessible due to fa
trees and mud slides. Much of the parking aret
Carvers Gap is gone, too.

"'"g?‘:vn." 2o T
Trail through the Trees
The ascent to Round Bald was recently routed thro
the trees to make access easier and reduce erc
This area received major damage from Helene.

R.calendulaceur¥[ A ( ( f & EngiBefGia® ¢
The azaleas continue along both sides of the trail
many miles. The dwarf

Vista of Mt. Mitchell from Engine Gap
This stretch of the AT in the Roan Highlands
considered the most beautiful of the entire 260
trail. It has 36adegree views with incredible display
of rhododendrons and azaleas that peak in June.

The AT continues along the crest of Roan to Jane [
but then turns north to Maine. A side trail goes ou
the last peaks on Roan. Grassy Ridge is breathta
when the rhododendrons turn the mountaintops pui



R. calendulaceunselections on Roan Mountain

George McLellan and Karel Bernadgmireé Mo | t e
Lavad, olansatthenedge of dane Bald

Ral f Bauer 6s Gard
Ralf Bauer lives in Offenberg, Germany, a
has a modest sized urban garden. He joinet
on our annual treks to see native azaleas in z
and has made many trips to the U.S. ever sil
He has raised thousands of plants from s
collected in the wd but due to space problen
has selected only a few for his garden. He
donated the rest to public gardens in Europe
members of the German Rhododendron Soci
Some native azal eas
ORal fés Gol dé s e eaommst
from seed. He was surprised to get a true dv
from 6Molten Lavaod s
compact with excellent flowerand he gave it

the accession #1264We have not seen ar ;
dwarfs fromseedsob Li t t | e Yel | wl f ¥ QXR. calenduMdeun#1264




#1557: Early Light Yellow froffw | t ¥ Qa

Ralf only had room to keep one seedling frc
0Ral fés Gol dd but th
He liked the above &ction 1557the bestince
it blooms early and has light yellow flowers.

J. Jackson and Lindy Johnson gave him
seedling to the right
He labeled #110and sincetigrows tall and he
planted it beside tharchedgate to his garden,

It is amazing to see how many plants Ralf
in his gaden. He grows all of ounative azalesa
and many other species, too.

#1264: DwarfR. @lendulaceum

Ralf only had room to keep tw:
selections from seedlings he rais
from 6Molten La
is a very rich orange whigends up
strong new growth that can be
foot long or moreThe dwarf 164
is a lighte orange ad only grows a
couple of inches year. He did not
have room for the othezxcellent
seedlingsohe gave them away.

I Mmmnp




wkt ¥Qa

Entry to Ralfds Gar de
the foreground and tall 1105 azalea by the gai

The tall

Do g wo o @iveé omeshadaedkdevaf azlaanl26d

and Kal mi a sel ect i o nostrastswithegraperfoiaged

Pots of Seedlings Being Evaluated Kalmiaand Other Plants iR a | Gaédsn More Seedlings!

Did You Forget to Renew?

We had a number of friends who forgot to renew t
year. We hope we can entice you back and continue to ¢
on your supportRegular Membership is $40 per year. Y
canrenewonline which accepts credit card payments |
you will need your ARS Membership number.

www.rhododendron.org

You canalsosend your dues to our new Membership Ch
Norman Beaudry
beaunorm@gmail.com

Associate Membershiis only $10 f you already belong tc
another ARS Chapter. Please send that to Norm and ide
your base chapter. You can use the form on the last pa
this newsletterPlease keep email addresses current!

Friends of the White Garden

Fairfax County has organized some volunt:
sessions to help clean up the garden and mair
trails. They have set aside the third Wednesda
every month from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM for the:
work sessions. They would like people to sign
in advarce and commit to help on a regular bas
Upcoming dates are February 18, March 18, A|
16, May 21, June 18, and July 16.
Below iscontact info for the coordinator.

Contact Name: Pamela Smith
Email: pamela.smith2 @fairfaxcounty.gov
Primary Phone: 70842-5173

Potomac Valley Chapter ARS - Newsletter
Donald W. Hyatt, Editor

donaldhyatt@verizon.net




