Potomac Valley Chapter AR52026Calendar
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January 31, 2026 (Saturday!): Regular Meeting, Potomac, MD
March 61 7: Annual North Carolina Nursery Field Trip

April 12 7 15: ASA Convention, Athens, GA

April 21 7 26: ARS Convention, Vancouver Island, BC, Canada

May 21 3: Proposed Chapter Garden Tours

June 207 21: Native Azalea Trip to Whitetop Mountain, Marion, VA

Ne xt

Where: Potomac United MethodistChurch
9908 S Glen RgPotomac, MD 20854

Date: Saturday, January 31, 2026

Time: 1:007T 4:00 PM

Speakes: Don Hyatt & Carol Segree

Our January meeting will be a preview of comi
attractions in 2026. One major activity will be :
overnight trip in June to Marion, VA, to see the nati
azaleasR. calendulaceujmon Whitetop Mountainit
should be during peak blooifhisis one of the best an
most easily accessed populations of Flame Azalee
the Appalachians. There are other attractions ne;i
including R. catawbiensat Grayson Highlands Stat
Park. That requires only a modest hikel éhe area alsc
has an entertaining herd of wild ponies that usu:
show up, too. Read more about this area in ano
article in this newsletter.

Since we are focusing on native azaleas at
meeting, we have planted soRecalendulaceurseeds
that should have germinated by then. We will be giv
those away and will talk about propagation techniq
for native azaleas. See the article about raising ne
azaleas from seed in this issue.

Other activities we intend to discuss will be o t
to North Carolina Nurseries in March. We intend
arrange some garden tours in May, where we war
get feedback from members about rhododenc
varieties that they would like to see in our Plants
Members Program. We are also considering a trif
Cape Cod around Memorial Day to see the De:
Rhododendrons at Heritage Plantation as well as a
other places near Boston including the garden of
banquet speaker, Joe Bruso. One other idea is we
to get a group together that will organize @akshop on
leaf castings that we can present at a later date.
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RefreshmentsWe would appreciate it if member
whose last names appear in the first half of
alphabet (A" M) could bring a little something tc
share on the snack table. If that is inconvenie
please come anyway.

Directions: Wewill be in the Darvish Room of the
Paish Hall which is on the second floor behind t
main chapel of the Potomac United Method
Church.The churchis on the corner of Falls Roa
and S. Glen Road.

Potomac United Methodist Church

9908 S Glen Rd.Potomac, MD 20854



North Carolina Nursery Trip

Many of us look forward to aovernighttrip to
North Carolina to visit a few mail order nurseri
during theiropen houses. We buy plants, socialge
out to dinnerand have fun. This year, the dates will
March 67 7. Let Don Hyattor Carol Segre&now if
you want to join us.

We try to convene at Camellia Forest Nursery
noon which is about 5 hours south of DC. After buyi
camellias and other plants, we head south to San
NC, to buy more plants at Big Bloomers. Then we m
at the motel, have aags of wine, and go out to dinne
Friday, March 6

Camellia Forest Nursery

David Parks Camellias, woodies, other rare plan

By appointment Trying for noon on March 6

9701 Carrie Road, Chapel Hill, NC 27516

www.camforest.com

Big Bloomers Flower Farm

Perennials, annuals, trees, shrubs, garden art
Friday or Saturday: 9@ami 5 pm

275 Pressly Foushee Road, Sanford, NC 27330
www.bigbloomersflowerfarm.com

Lodging: Hampton Inn Sanford
Friday Night, March 6
1904 S Horner Blvd, Sanford, NC 27330
9197752000

Dinner: The Flame Steakhouse, Sanford
Friday Night: March 6 (Open 3 pim9 pm)
109 Carbonton Road, Sanford, NC 27330
919776-7111(reservations recommended
www.theflamesteakhouse.com

On Saturday, some may return to Big Bloomers
the morning before heading north to Plant Delig
Nursery. It is about an hour north in Raleigh. Be s
to allow timetotour Top, Avent 6s i mg
Level Botanical Garden. We try to leave there arol
noon and then visit Garden Treasures Nursery. It is
far away. From there, we head home.

Saturday, March 7
Plant Delights Nursery

Tony Avent- Rare plants, woodies, display garde

Winter Open House: 8mi 5 pm

9241 Sauls Road, Raleigh, NC 27603

www.plantdelights.com

Garden Treasures Nursery
PatMcCracken- Woodies maples, perennials
By appointmentTrying for noon on March 7
3504 Edgemont Road, Wendell, NC 27591
919-722-9588
www.gardentreasures.com
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Remembering theFall Banquet

We had an outstanding fall banquet stagec
Bradshawods e <P

Richard
day was sunny, the food was delicious, and

speaker, Joe Bruso, was exceptional. Joe is §

president of the Massachusetts Chapter ARS

one of tle leading East Coast rhododendr §

hybridizers. He shared pictures of the spectac
garden he and his wife Nancy created at their hc
near Boston. They cal
the many huge granite boulders on the prop¢

left from the Ice Ages. Tdy make stunning "
accents in their wooded landscape. Special the §

to Richard for allowing us to use his facilities.

Joedbs talk was tit/l
Hybridizing Results:
What 6s 1in

plants with them which we offered at auction.
managed to get a beautiRl makingj a Japanest
species with very long, narrow leaves.
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Chapter Members Enjoying the Meal

Demand. 0 He™= §
creations, many of which are grown for the £
foliage. Joe and Nancy also brought some th E

2 AN A ALY e | grew R. makinoifrom _,

N ¥ seed and it was one ¢ .
my favorite plants for
over 40 years. In April
of 2016, we had a lat
freeze prior to the ARS |1
convention that cause
severe bark split on the
plant and several other:
They died over thai
summer. | am so happ
to have it back agal

Recent Rhododendron Hybridizing
What Works, What Doesn’t, What’s |
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| appreciate Carol Segree for taking pictures at
banquet and wanted to share them wah.yWe missed
a few people but she phi
tried to identify attendees from left to right. The enti
choices were very popular with most people choos
the Roast Salmon or the Beef Bourguignon and a
opting for the Cheese Tetlini. What a festive setting
Thank you, Joe, Carol, Richard, and all who helped!
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Nettie Bernady, Sonny Coble, Harry Reid, Eric McDonald
i |

George McLellan and Phyllis Rittman

Rosa & Bob McWhorter, Joanne & Dan Néckeslie Nanney

Peggy & Bill Meyers, Bill Mangels & Maryanne Busse (in pink

i

Richard & Ginny Mohr w/ daughter Tina Dubyoski, Justin Schmi
X % S f 7

Budne Reinke, Joe Miller, Diane Reinke
Joe Bruso extended an invitation for us to vi
his gardenBelow is hiscontactinfo. Please make
arrangements in advance to find a convenient tir
Joe & Nancy Bruso
jpbruso@aol.com
Joe has been an Associember of our chapte
for many years. If you want to become an Assocl
of the Mass. Chapter ARS, check out their webs|
https://massrhododendron.org/



Other trips? Cape Cod Sometime?

I have been to Joe Brus
the best on the East Coast. We could arrange a fielc
to Boston and Cape Cod this year or nexhé@dmbers are
interested. For over 20 years, many Potomac Va
members made an annual pilgrimage around Memc
Day to Heritage Plantation to see the Dexter Estate.
belonged to the Sandwich Club, an ARS commit
started in 1988 that would help evatand introduce
some of the unnamed hybrids at Heritage. (see right)

We also visited private gardens owned by member
the Mass Chapter. Many gardens we saw no longer
but perhaps we could visit the Bruso garden this time

i

N \ v o [ d 75
e X o F R i

tigis 1) s e

e Brso Garden

Vista n the Buo Garden
We often toured nearby public gardens like the N

Engl and Wil dfl ower Soci e
https://www.nativeplanttrust.org/visit/garden -woods/
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The Heritage Plantation has about 100 acres \
impressive stands of mature rhododendron planti
throughout the property. The Dexter Dell (below) t
a collection of named Dexter cultivars, but there
other plantings with more Dexters and plants bngd
his gardeners like Tony Consolini and Jack Cowle:
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In addition to the rhododendrons, Heritage
collections of hydrangeas and hostas. They are
known for their museums including an antique «
collection. An antique carousel dating back to 190:
very charming. Check out their website:
https://heritagemuseumsandgardens.org/



Whitetop Mountain i Native Azaleas

Our major excursion this summer will be a trip
Whitetop Mountain from June 2021. Many of the
places in North Carolina and Tennessee that we us:
visit to see native azaleas in blodm®came inaccessibl
after damage from Hurricane Helene in Septemr
2024. Trees were blown doywmads and bridges wer
washed out.Virginia recoverednore quickly.

5 2 g ‘,_,M 2 g % ;
Hurricane Helene damage on the road to Whitetop
We will stay in Marion, VA, and head to Whitetc
on Sunday. Thais the second highest independe
mountain in Virginia The road tothe summit is the
highest public road in the stdtet it did suffer damage
from Helene It hasnow been repaired. Theis a large
parking lot on top where the Appalachian Trail cros
the road That is where thR. calendulaceurstarts.
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Easy access tR. calendulaceum

The Appalachian Trail crosses the road at the parking lot

Many native azalepopulations are hard to realtit
that is not true on Whiteto.he parking area on thi
mountaintopi s | ess t han aunmotel
in Marion. The entry to the Appalachian Trail is at tl
corner of the parking lot and the azaleasrayiet there
along the trail a few hundred feet awayt is not
wheelchair accessiblbut it is dearly one of easies
places 6r anyone who wants to seativeazaleas in the
wild and has limited mobility.

Azaleasalong theAaIachian Trall
The trail is level but most of the azaleas are grow
on adjoining slopes. Be careful when takpiwptcs.
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Meeting Other Hikersg HertNJ A KIF Yy Rf S
We do meet hikers on the trail. Karel and George
talking with a woman who was solo hiker from
Virginia Beach on her way to Maine. Her trail hand
the name she used while
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At 5,729 feet, Mount Rogers is th
highest mountain in Virginia but du
to vegetationthe views are limited.
Whitetop Mountain is 5525 ft taind
has excellent viewsOn a clear day
you can see three different state
There is a secondary peak on Ry
Pine Mountain, and it is 5526 ft tal
These mountains aial are part of the
region calledsrayson Highlands.

None of the vistas in Virginia are ¢
dramatic as the views from Mour
Mitchell (6684 ft), the highest point ii
the eastern U.S., or Ro Mountain
(6286 ft) as shown beloviEven so, ti
always inspiring to see flame azale

Whitetop Mountain, VA: Vista from the Appalachian Trail against thé8lue Ridge Mbuntains.

Whitetop is a relative new discovery for us a
we have Sally and John Perkins to thank for
revelation. They noticed sonmctures posted or
social media and decided to check it out. Tt
shared details and now it is a favorite haunt for
The ease of access and the wide variation in flo
color has made it a popular choice for those of
who can no longemana@ the moe difficult hikes.

R. calendulaceurnvariations on Whitetop

Roan Mountain, NETN: Vista from the ppalachian Trail

Whitetop Mountain became a very popular dite a
Country Music Folk Festivafrom 1931 to 1939. The
originators wanted téocus onBlue Grass music so ther
were strict limitations on who could play and wrt
instruments could be used. The date for the perform:
wasalwaysin August so people must have been unawar
thespectaclar azalea bloom on the mountain.

The festivaldrewabout 3000 attendees the first yaad
then 00 in the second year. In 1933, First Ladgaabr
Roosevelt expressed interest in attending since her f
had lived in nearby Abingdon, VA. That yeattendance
grew to 12,000. People were hoping that newly elected
husband would attendviost of them did not realize the
FDR was crippled by polio and confined to a wheelch
There were somgersonal conflits among the founders, b
in August of D40, a hurricane dropped torrential rains
theregioncausing majomfrastructuredamagecomparable
to wrath ofHelene The festival was never resurrected.



Grayson Highlands

Massie Gap and trail to Wilburn Ridge

Some may want to visit Whitetop on both Saturc
afternoon, June 2@&nd Sunday morning, June 21. /
alternative isto convene at Grayson Highlands St:
Parkon Saturdayfternoon. There are some nice flar
azaleas in the park, rhododendrons, and kalmia, toc

We usually park at Massie Gap and hdaoss the
field to the Rhododendron Traivhich connects to the
Appalachian Traikt the top of Wilburn Ridge

Wild ponies in the parkare very entertaining
There are about 100 wild ponigs8 different herds
in thepark The animals are used to people tud n
get too close since thesan bite. Poniesgraze on the
grass and brushuttheyd o n 6 thodedantironsThe
herds alsoseem to keep the deer aw&punds ideal!

R. catawbiensdegins at WiIburnRidge aloniipe AT

Mass bloom atRhododendronGapis 21 milessouthon the AT

There are othethings to seéan the arealnstead of
heading back to Marioafter coming off the mountain
turn right on Rt. 58 anttavel an hour east to Galax 1
get on the Blue Ridge Parkway. In that area iBle
Ridge Music Centerwhich has an excellent exhibit o
the origins of Country Music.The facility does offer
concerts during the summer.

Blue Ridge Music Center

There are more attractions on the Blue Ridge Park
to the north includin@ winery andscenicMabry Mill.
It is also possible to get on-T7 at Galax and thel
connect td-81 rearWytheville for the triphome.That
may actuallysavesometime.



Native Azaleas from Seed ( bon Hyatto6s Approach in F
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Transplant to pots, fertilize lightly

Shift t04inch pots or gallons by summer
M e ey TN NG

More SeedThe ARS Exchange should go online in Januantps://www.rhododendron.org/seedexchangel.htm



Grden Tours - Plants forMembers

weekend of May 2 3. One goal is to have membe
identify plants that they would like to grow. We ci
root any azaleas people want but rhododendrons
more problematic. We suggest takingtigs in the
fall and sending them off to Van Veen Nursey
Portland. They do a great job and will send us lin
the following fall. We only pay for plants they root!

https://vanveennursery.com/

Other Possible Activities?

With the ASA Convention in Athens, GA, and tt
ARS Convention in Victoria, BC, Canada, staged
close together, this spring is already very busy. Y
chapter officers would still like to get your input ¢
other activities you would like to see udasfthis year
or next. Here are some otio

ad

Azaleas at theNational Arboretum ?

For several years, a pair of bald eagles decided to
in one of the large trees in the Azalea Collection. T
meant that the area was closed to the public during
flowering season in order to give the eaglsome
privacy. The birds seem t® nestingelsewhere so we
should be able to totihat areagain.

Haley Noel Gilbert, the new Azalea Curator,
offered to give us a tour. In past years, late April v
usually best for the new Kurumes but the Glenn Dz
and Robin Hills peaked therst week in May. The
Satsuki Bonsai specimens are awesome in early Jt

Amish Nurseriesnear East Earl, PA?
Chapter members have enjoyed a day trip to
plants at several Amish Nurseries near East Earl,
They have bargains on bedding plamgrennials,
woodies, evergreens, and other items. We typically
in the middle of April but may have to wait until May

Reuvisit 2025 ASA Convention Garden3
Last year6s ASA conven
gardens. Many of us want to see them again. |
favorite was Chanticleer, but Winterthur, Tyler, M
Cuba, and the Jenkins Arboretum were great, too.

&
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2026 Convention Planning

If you are thinking about attending one or both of
the conventions, now is the time to make your plan
Here are a few items to consider.

Leaf Casting Workshop this Summer?

LN ! In the summer of 2018, we had a very inspiri
et iy i W TR speaker, Rachel Yungman from Roanoke, VA, w
" 5 iR gave us a demonstration on how to do leaf casti

ARS 2026:Vancouver Island, BC, Canada  Leaf castings are concrete impressions of ac

April 21 1 25, 2026 leaves that can be attractive features in the garde
https://marsrhodos.ca/2026-ars-convention/ used as artistic accents in the home. We had &
There are tw@re-tours by bus near Victoria befor @nXious to have Rachel back again to give her d«

the meeting. Butchart Gardens is not one but | alw ©OF lead a handen workshop. Unfortunately, she h:

like to see it when | am out that way. There is no r  "etired and is no longer giving presentations.

convention hotel but attendees will have to choose f

the many smaller hotel accommodations in the a

The other tours will require carpooling. Friday, April

is the primary meeting day with speakers. The Satui

tour will be by carpool. I like to fly into Seattle and th

visit the Rhododendron Species Foundation afterwa

https://rhodygarden.org

We are trying to get a core group of crafierted
people together this summer so we can experin
with the process and become skilled enough so
can offer that demo or workshop ourselves. It v
require a time commitment over several days si
concrete needs time to cure. There will be some ¢
) for the purchase of supplies. If you think you wot

. like to be part of this committee, let Carol Seqi
ASA 2026Convention: Athens, GA know. It would also be wise to plant something in |
April 12 1 15, 2026 garden this spring wit
https://azaleas.org/convention-2026/ Boxwood foliage is not suitable for leadstings!

Dinners will be on your own for Sunday, April 12,
and Monday, April 13. There are tours on Monday ¢
Tuesday, with the banquet on April 14, Tuesday nig Potomac Valley Chapter ARS - Newsletter
The onvention ends Wednesday morning but there Donald W. Hyatt, Editor
will be some options to tour afterwards. High on my donaldhyatt@verizon.net
list will be Gibbs Gardens in North Georgia.

https://www.gibbsgardens.com/




